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Charbel Harb will present exciting new products for ponds and water gardening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICERS 

 
 

President:  Margaret Mercier 
751-2293 (h) 
mmercier@louisiana.com 
 
Vice-President:  James Carter 
664-3487 (h & w) 
No email 
 

 
Secretary:  Betty Klenke 
755-2449 (h)  292-7422 (w) 291-0882 (fax) 
betty@lakeshoregroup.com 
 
Treasurer:  Danna Spayde 
383-3554 (h & fax)  229-3596 (cell) 
orchidnut_2000@yahoo.com   

Upcoming Dates & Activities… 
 

Coming in 2004… 
• Volunteer of the month 
• Volunteer of the Year 

• Refreshments at meetings 
• Progressive Dinners 

February Meeting 
 

February 22, 2004 
2:30 p.m. 

Harb’s Oasis 
13827 Coursey Blvd 

Baton Rouge, LA  70817 
 

Charbel Harb will present exciting new products for ponds and water gardening!  
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Capital Area Pond & Water Gardening Society, Founded June 1993 
Best website on the web… www.capwgs.org ... go there! 

Note from the Editor – It is my pleasure to serve another year as your Newsletter Editor.  Thank you for entrusting me with this 
responsibility.  I look forward to another fun-filled year and would like to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve.  -Happy 
reading!  Bridget Hayes, Newsletter Editor and Webmaster 
 
Contact me at lilypads@capwgs.org or 275-4698 (h) 937-7808 (cell) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CAPITAL AREA POND & WATER GARDENING SOCIETY 

MINUTES FOR JANUARY MEETING 
 
The January meeting was held at the Bluebonnet Swamp on January 18.  Margaret Mercier opened the meeting and 
thanked everyone for coming. Margaret introduced Angela Evans of the Bluebonnet Swamp and thanked for allowing 
us to use their facility for our meeting.  Angela is a Habitat Steward Host and Naturalist. 
 
The planned agenda of the upcoming meetings was presented to the membership: 
 
February 22 Meeting at Harb’s Oasis on Coursey Blvd. 2:30 PM 

Charbel Harb will present exciting new products for ponds & Water Gardening 
March 7 Invite Your Friends! The Goodwood Library invited us to give a presentation on Water 

Gardening to be given by Lance Beecher at the Goodwood Library at 3:00 PM 
March 27 & 28 LSU Garden Show at the AgCenter - Meeting will be Sunday at 2:30 at our booth 
April 18 CAPWGS volunteers will create an Earth Friendly Habitat downtown to be viewed by 

50,000 Earth Day celebrants. Visit CAPWGS’ Earth Day Aquatic Plant Sale. 
May 23 Meeting – location to be announced “Water Lilly Potting” - Free lilies and materials 

provided for members! 
June 13 Booth at “Tomato Festival” at White Oak Plantation 
June 27 Happy Birthday Party for CAPWGS!  Come Celebrate! 
July 25 TBA – Share your ideas for field trip possibilities 
 
Margaret announced that Lance will step down from the office of President.  The new slate of officers was presented and 
approved by 26 members present. 
 
They are: 
Margaret Mercier – President 
James Carter – V. President 
Danna Spayde – Treasurer 
Betty Klenke – Secretary 
Bridget Hayes – Newsletter & Website Editor 
 
Lowell Tilley has graciously agreed to be our Publicity Chairman. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   As of 12/31/03 Bank Account Balance - $2,377.64 
 
Margaret introduced our guest speaker, Lowell Tilley, a member of the Bonsai Society.  Lowell spoke to us about the art 
of Bonsai and showed some of his beautiful examples.  He told us Bonsai is Japanese for Tree in a Tray or Tree in Pot.  
Many people are under the impression that Bonsai are scaled down versions of junipers.  Bonsai trees are from 6” to 4’ 
and are grown in different styles.  Informal upright style turn and twist with the top over the trunk.  The cascade style 
will have foliage below the pot.  You can start a bonsai with a seedling or nursery stock.  There are many different 
choices to use such as, Green Meadow Juniper, San Jose Juniper, Kingsville Boxwood, Common Privet, Swamp Maple, 
Japanese Maple, Bald Cypress.  These plants can be planted in pots designed for Bonsai or in the ground.  They are 
trained by wrapping wire around the branches and pruning and need to be watered every day unless it rains.  The 
Bonsai Society meets every 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Garden Center on Independence Blvd at 7:00 PM.  Visitors 
are always welcome.   
 
Members then visited with one another and viewed the pond installed by CAPWGS.  This pond was made possible by 
the generous donations of Chabel Harb of Harb’s Oasis, Jim Gibbens of JimStone, Lance Beecher of Innovative Pond 
Solutions expertise and guidance, and last but not least a group of hard working members and volunteers.  Harb’s 
donated the pump, filter box, biofalls and liner. Four pallets of rock were donated by JimStone.  We appreciate their 
kind generosity and to show our thanks they have been given a free business card ad in the newsletter.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Klenke 
Secretary 



Internet Interests… 
 

Best Website on the web.    GO THERE! 
Capital Area Pond & Water Gardening Society 

http://www.capwgs.org/ 
 

Here are a few of our members favorites… 

• Pond keeper Magazine http://www.pondkeeper.com 
• Water Gardening Magazine Info on disease topics for aquatic animals http://www.koivet.com 
• National Pond Society http://www.bandd.net/nps/index.htm 
• Austin Pond Society http://www.austinpondsociety.org/ 
• Stokes Tropicals in New Iberia http://www.stokestropicals.com/ 
• Rare and Exotic Seeds http://www.seedman.com 
• Big Cat Sanctuary http://www.yogieandfriends.org 
• Miami Valley Water Garden Society Web Page http://www.mvwgs.org 
• Pond Pals Tour http://members.aol.com/marylady/pondpals/pindex.htm 
• Water Gardening Magazine  http://www.watergardening.com 
• Master Garden Products http://www.mastergardenproducts.com/watergar.htm 
• http://www.ponddoc.com/ 
• www.gardenlink.com 

Go to the CAPWGS website for more favorites.  If you have a favorite that will benefit other 
society members, please let us know.  Thanks! 

To purchase a business card ad space, contact Bridget Hayes 225-275-4698 or 
lilypads@capwgs.org 

 

   

   



ARTICLE 
  Spring is close and for those planning or replanning  a pond, here is 
an idea. There are many ideas out there and this is just one of many. 
You may even find an idea to implement into a system you already 

have up and running.  Please send me other ideas.   

 

Work Your Pond — Don’t Let it Work YOU! 
Traditionally during pond season one must spend an hour or so every weekend maintaining the pond otherwise 
the pump gets clogged and the waterfall stops running. Anyone who “never has to clean his pond” is probably the 
proud owner of a swamp. Submersible pumps are often set in heavy containers filled with rocks or other filter 
media making it difficult to pull up out of the water. Gravity-fed biofilters, even the expensive ones, require routine 
cleaning regimens. If they are not cleaned regularly the pads tend to clog as well. 

We’ve seen a trend with those who have had a pond for more than a couple of years. They are wanting their 
“weekend life” back (imagine that!) and, instead of destroying their beautiful, relaxing ponds, they are opting for 
another, more maintenance-free solution. 

As Maintenance-Free as it Gets! 
There are no truly maintenance-free pond systems. There is, however, a system that is the closest to 
maintenance-free as you can get! We have so many fish and display ponds at the store that if we relied on 
traditional gravity-fed filter systems it would take an army of employees to maintain them all. Out of necessity we 
were forced to develop the best system for our needs and, in the process, the most maintenance-free system for 
the backyard pond enthusiast. 

Some folks in the water garden industry, especially those who have been around a while, have a history of 
downplaying or totally rejecting the effectiveness of this kind of system. As informed consumers one must take 
into consideration why a company might reject a new idea. Perhaps they do not understand the system. Perhaps 
their “tried and true” ponds from the past are all they know. This type of system has been running wonderfully for 
us for over 3 years. It is truly state-of-the-art and the closest to maintenance-free as one can get. 

If your weekends are filled with pond “to-dos” and you’d rather spend that precious time relaxing and enjoying it — 
try adding a few (if not all) components of The Doc’s Dream System. It is not a filter or a type of pump. It is a 
combination of equipment that, when installed correctly, will offer as close to maintenance-free as you can get. It’s 
a component system very similar in theory to an entertainment component system. If you want DVD capabilities 
you add it to the system. If you don’t, the system will run without it. In “pond lingo”, if you always want clear water 
you add the Ultraviolet Water Clarifier. If not, the pond will run without it — just subject to algae bloom. 

Regardless of whether you are adding components to an established system or in the planning stages of building 
a new pond you will find this edition of What’s Up, Doc? to be a valuable instruction guide. From digging the hole to 



landscaping around the pond you can benefit from our experience. We’ve even included money-saving and 
design tips to help you not make the mistakes first-time pond builders (and experienced pond professionals) 
make. 

If a landscape company is building your pond make sure they give you the options of these components. If, by 
reading this article, you find that you’re more educated with this type of system than your landscaper — you may 
want to refer him to us so we can educate him on the proper installation or rethink your choice of contractor. 

Keep the prospective that YOU are the one who will maintain your pond. Make it easy on yourself by installing 
state-of-the-art products that do the job they’re designed to do. And — by constructing the pond correctly the first 
time you’ll save money in the long term. 

Components of The Doc’s Dream System 

Component 1 - Liner 
You just can’t do without the “skin” of the pond. 

Component 2 - Bottom Drain 
This adds the option of an outside pump and runs a cleaner system by sucking up muck and debris from the 
bottom of the pond. 

2a - Either Check Valve or Gate Valve 
Which valve you place between the bottom drain and the pump depends on whether the pump is higher or lower 
than water level 

Component 3 - Eduction Jets 
These are like jets in a jacuzzi bath. They create underwater currents and push water to prevent areas of 
stagnation. 

3a - Gate Valve 
This is installed to control the amount of water that flows through the induction jets. 

Component 4 - Skimmer 
This fish-safe bucket allows the system to automatically rake fallen leaves and debris off the surface of the water. 

4a - Gate Valve 
This allows you to turn off the skimmer when you feed the fish so the food won’t go down before the fish can eat. 
It is also used to control the amount of suction through the skimmer. 

Component 5 - Pump 
You’ve got a swamp if you don’t have a pump. The outside pump comes in 2-speed models that can save money 
on the electric bill. 

Component 6 - Power Switch 
This is installed close to the bead filter for convenience of turning off the pump before changing the valve on the 
filter. 

Component 7 - Bead Filter 
A bead filter traps sand and debris while housing the good bacteria you need for a healthy pond. Never clean or 
replace those nasty filter pads again. A simple turn of the valve backwashes this filter and you don’t even get your 
hands wet. 

Component 8 - Ultraviolet Water Clarifier 
Say goodbye to green water forever. “UV” is the answer to get rid of algae bloom. 



8a - Gate Valve / By-Pass 
Maximize your UV’s potential by installing a by-pass system with a gate valve to control the flow of water through 
the unit. 

Component 9 - Water Return 
This is where your imagination can go wild! Whether it’s a gentle stream or white water rapids, create some 
splash and enjoy the show. 

 

 First A Little Planning… 

Where Do I Place the Pond? 
Don’t place it in the sun simply because some book says to put it there. There’s ups and downs to both sun and 
shade. Make an informed decision. 

The Sun 
Sunshine is good if you want water lilies to bloom. They take at least 5 hours of sun a day. Keep in mind that 
algae requires sun as well and it may become a bit uncomfortable for you when you enjoy the fish. 

The Shade 
Most plants don’t bloom very well in shade but shade feels great on hot, summer evenings. Leaves can become a 
problem in Fall unless you install a skimmer or netting over the pond. Herons can’t see your fish as well under a 
canopy of trees. 

Run-Off Areas 
Avoid placing the pond in areas where water runs off after a heavy rain. Watch the area you are considering when 
it rains to see if it is in the middle of a temporary “rain river”. Mild runoff can be redirected but if the runoff is too 
heavy you may want to rule that location out. Runoff can get between the pond wall and the liner and cause your 
liner to float up. You also run the risk of runoff that contains traces of your neighbors weed killer getting into the 
pond and killing your fish. 



 

The bottom line is to place the pond where you’ll get the most enjoyment from it. 

 How Low Do I Go? 
At least part of the pond should be 3 feet deep or more although that’s not what you want to hear when you’re 
shoveling hard dirt out by hand. Fish need 3 feet for protection from predators. Waterlilies do their best in 3 to 5 
feet of water. The deepest end of the pond is where you place the bottom drain and that should be located 
furthest away from the water return. We presently know of no local ordinances that directly deal with the depth of 
ponds. It is our understanding from placing calls that an ornamental fish pond is not addressed. A privacy fence 
must be installed around pools or bodies of water over 18” deep if it is to be used for human recreation. As far as 
we know there have been no problems with local ordinances though it is advisable to run it through your 
homeowners’ association before digging. Oh, and a suggestion: rent a backhoe. It’s easier on the back. 

Is Bigger Better? 
Yes. The more water the pond holds the more plants and fish it will support and the less effort you’ll need to keep 
it looking good. Ask anyone who has a pond if they would make it bigger if they had to do it over again and most 
will say yes. 

What Style Should it Be? 
The question really should be “Do I want a formal or natural pond?”. Formal ponds are usually squares, 
rectangles, exact circles...well, you get the picture. Natural ponds follow the ground’s natural lines and have no 
definite shape. The shape and style is strictly up to you, however, any shape that you choose should be designed 
so that it allows for good water circulation. For example, a rectangular shape is good when your bottom drain is 
located at one end and your water return is at the other. A T-shape is definitely NOT a good idea unless you plan 
for two bottom drains and induction jets to circulate the stagnant areas as shown below. 

 

The best water flow is from rounded edges, not corners. The bottom drain should be as far away from the water 
return as possible to insure maximum circulation. When planning the shape of the pond the most important issue 
is that the water circulates properly. If the pond is built with corners the best circulation is achieved with the 
addition of induction jets to push the water around the corners and proper placement of the bottom drain. 

From The Pond Construction Edition of What's Up, Doc?, September 2000 
© Copyright 2000, The Pond Doc's Water Garden Center. All rights Reserved. Reproduction of this article prohibited without prior consent of The Pond 
Doc. 


