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SEPTEMBER MEETING 

                                             
                                           

Come join us at our meeting at Harb’s Oasis 
 
Who:   Deep South Koi and Pond Society Members & Friends 
Date:   Sunday, September 24 
Time:   2:30 PM  
Place:   Harb’s Oasis, 12827 Coursey Blvd., Baton Rouge 70817 
                      756-2720 
   
  Charbel Harb will show us the latest products for pondkeeping. 
 
 
 
 
Dues of $25 per family are now due. Checks can be mailed to: 
Margaret Mercier 
650 Fulwar Skipwith 
Baton Rouge, LA  70810 
 

 

Deep South Koi and Pond Society, Founded June 1993 
Best website on the web… www.capwgs.org ... go there! 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events! 

 
 
 
 
• July 23 – Deep South Koi & Pond Society meeting at 2:30  
 Demonstration on How to make stepping stones & rock.   Home of Sonny & Kathy 
      Hutton, 4012 Lake Limestone Ct, Baton Rouge, LA 70816 

 
• Aug 27 – Deep South Koi & Pond Society meeting at 2:30 at LSU – 
   Speaker -  Kevin Kleinow  
 Topic - Fish and tour of the facilities 
 
• Sept 24 – Deep South Koi & Pond Society meeting at 2:30 at Harb's Oasis, 
      13827 Coursey Blvd - Slide presentation and discussion by Charbel Harb 
 
• Oct 22 – Deep South Koi & Pond Society meeting at 2:30  
 At the home of C J and Renee Richard Speaker from CCR Pond  

 
• Dec 17 – Deep South Koi & Pond Society (Date change) Christmas Party at the 

Dietrich's - no speaker - just fun and brief meeting  

 

************************************************************************************  

 

 
 
 
 

Please Note:  At our last meeting Kevin Kleinow of LSU gave an excellent talk on taking care 
of fish and gave out a very informative handout.   
 
If you were not able to attend that meeting and would like a copy of the handout please contact 
me and I will send it to you by email or regular mail.  I also will have some copies available at 
our next meeting. 
 
Betty Klenke 
betty@lakeshoregroup.com 
755-2449 

 



 
 
 

DEEP SOUTH KOI & POND SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES  FOR AUGUST 2006  MEETING 
 

 
 
The August meeting at LSU Small Animal Veterinary School was called to order by Kathie Dietrich.  
Dana Spayde gave a report on the Society logo and ability to having the logo embroidered on shirts of 
our choosing.  Clements Jewelry has an embroidery business and can embroider the logo on shirts of our 
choice - we can purchase shirts from them or obtain elsewhere.  There is a $75 setup fee and a motion 
was made that the Society pay this setup fee.  The motion was voted on and passed by the members 
present for the Society to pay the setup fee.  
 
Kathie also informed everyone of the Koi Show in San Antonio in September.  Next year, if there is any 
interest in attending either the show in Houston (which is in the Spring) or  San Antonio in the fall, 
perhaps as a club, we could make plans to attend. 
 
August Meeting was held at LSU Small Animal Veterinary School.  Dr. Kevin Kleinow, Professor of 
Aquatic Species gave an excellent program on “Maintaining the Health of Pond Fish”  along with a hand 
out of “Some Simple but Important Considerations for Maintaining the Health of Pond Fish” .  Dr. 
Kleinow gave us some pointers on recognizing sick fish.  The first thing a sick fish does is stop eating.  
Sick fish means look for environmental stressors. The easiest fish to care for are koi and goldfish - the 
lesser the skill the lower the price of the fish.   After  Dr. Kleinow’s discussion , we were given a tour of 
his research facilities which featured ongoing studies of catfish and genetic studies using zebra fish. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlotte Gray 
Secretary 
 
************************************************************************************  

How to Take Koi Portraits 

By Ray Jordan 

 Good koi photography is not easy but can be accomplished with some practice and 
knowledge. Helping someone else take koi portraits is very helpful and will save you a lot of 
wasted shots. Study the best koi photography in koi magazines to get an idea of proper 
composition and results. I am going to offer some tips and suggestions on taking koi portraits. 
Koi portraits are the type of photos you need to submit to a koi magazine or for a koi photo 
contest like AKCA Koi of the year. Pond photography or group shots of koi in their pond are a 
completely different topic and are in fact more difficult in my opinion than koi portraits. 

 There are two key aspects to taking good koi portraits: 

 1) Equipment: camera, lenses, filters, flash, printers, tubs etc. 

 2) Technique: photographic techniques useful to getting better koi portraits 



 EQUIPMENT: 

 CAMERAS:  Any good quality camera can be utilized. 35mm, Digital or even Polaroid’s can be 
used to produce good results. Better cameras do not guarantee better photos. Photographic 
technique and a good amount of luck play a large role in how your photos will turn out. Digital 
cameras are here to stay and the future of regular film and regular film camera seems likely to 
all but disappear. If you are planning to buy a camera I would suggest you make it digital. For 
purposes of this article I am going to focus on using a digital camera but the basic techniques 
would be the same for any camera.   

The key features I would look for in a digital camera are: 

Speed of Capture (very important) How long from the time you push the shutter until the photo 
is captured. Koi move quickly you want a fast capture rate. Yes, faster speeds are mostly 
found on medium to high end models. 

LCD Screen: Large easy to see LCD screen in sunlight  

Quality Lens that has threads in the front to accept a polarizing filter to reduce surface glare. 

Built in flash that will recycle rapidly 

LENSES: The quality of the lens determines the quality of your photo’s. Some newer digital 
cameras are built to utilize regular photographic lenses which generally have better quality 
than fixed nonchangeable lenses.  A good lens choice is something like a  28mm - 75mmm 
zoom. This provides the ideal range to cover most koi photo situations. Zooms are also very 
useful as they allow you to zoom in on the koi without having to get so close that you spook 
your subject. 

AUTO FOCUS: Auto focus is a very helpful but you need to understand it’s limitations. Red 
pigment on curved surfaces totally confuses auto focus systems causing out of focus photos.  
To avoid this, focus on the pupil of the eye, or the leading edge of the dorsal fin as your auto 
focus needs an optical contrast to auto focus on. 

Printing Digital Photos: Use a special photo printer with special photo inks and paper or take 
your camera/disk to photo processor to process your photos. Printing photos on a normal 
home printer with regular paper creates a poor image. 

  

Koi Portrait Techniques: 
Now comes the tricky part.  Forget trying to get a decent portrait in your pond. It just won’t 
happen. It is very helpful to have an assistant to help your handle and photograph koi. Not only 
can they do the koi netting and such to help you keep your hands and camera dry but also can 
help with positioning the koi etc. 

 Photo Tub:  The color and shape of photo tub is important. Use a medium blue tub as lighter 
or darker colors tends to affects the koi and photo colors. Rectangular tubs work much better 
than round as koi tend to swim around in a circle right next to the edge in round tubs. 

Water Level: Too shallow and the surface will be continually be and the koi shape will look deformed.  
Too much water will also distort the koi image. Usually you need to cover the raised dorsal fin by about 
2-3 inches to get it just right 



Tub and Photo location: Select a location that is safe as possible for the koi and in a solid shaded area. 
Never leave a tub with a Koi unattended or make sure the tub is securely covered. 

Photo Angle/Position: You want  to take the koi portrait from the front head on at about a 60 degree 
angle to the water level. Shoot from too low a angle and the koi’s head appears gigantic and the rest of 
the body tiny. Shoot from too high an angle and the flash will bounce off the surface and obscure the 
koi. Shoot in portrait/vertical position vs landscape/horizontal position. Do not waste time taking shots 
of the koi from the side, rear or odd angle. Straight head on is what you want. 

Framing: Do not zoom in to close. You need the entire koi in the photo from head to tip of tail. Try to 
keep the koi in the center of photo. Another advantage of digital photography is you can use photo 
software to crop or rotate your photos slightly to the desired effect.  Make sure the koi is in the center of 
the tank and not hugging the sides or has it’s nose in the corner.  It is important that the photo 
emphasizes the imposingness of the Koi . The most important features are the pectoral fins. The pectoral 
fins should be extended in a normal relaxed position and not clamped to it’s sides or twisted/reversed as 
the koi back pedals out of the frame. 

Patience: This is the hardest part for me. You need  patience to wait until the Koi is still, don't try and 
chase it round the tub not only will this not work but  it will spook the koi and frustrate you. Take lots of 
shots this is another advantage of a digital camera you can tell when you need more shots or you have 
gotten the one you want. 

Focus: Usually the camera will do this automatically. However it is critical that you keep the 
camera held very steady and squeeze the shutter gently without shaking the camera as this 
will ruin the focus. Place the focal target on the koi’s eyes or front dorsal ray and you will 
usually get pretty good results. If the tail is slightly out of focus it is OK but the front and eyes of 
the koi must be sharp to be a good photo. 

 Flash:  Best results are obtained in a solid shaded light augmented by controlled flash 
photography. Keep your camera/flash angle at about 60 degees to the water surface to control 
flash from being reflected back into your lens. 

Surface Glare: Glare is a major problem in koi photography. Having the ambient light coming in at a 
side angle will help but better is to use polarizing filters. Professional koi portraits are by photographing 
indoors where no natural light is shining on the tank water in the dark! 

 EXTRA TIPS: 
 

�
�

      Practice Practice Practice – It takes practice to get the hang of koi photography. 

�
      Find a koi photo buddy and help them take photos and get them to help you. 

�
      Volunteer to help with photos at a koi show and learn from someone in person 

Prepare properly - make sure you have everything ready before catching koi 

�
      Be aware of  glare and angles 

�
      Be patient, move slowly, and get away from anything that will spook the koi 

�
      Take lots of shots 

 



Internet Interests… 

Best Website on the web.    GO THERE! 
Capital Area Pond & Water Gardening Society�
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• Pond keeper Magazine � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �  
• Water Gardening Magazine Info on disease topics for aquatic animals � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 	 
 �  
• National Pond Society � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
• Austin Pond Society � � � � � � � � � � � 
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 � � � 
 	 � � � � � 
 � � �  
• Stokes Tropicals in New Iberia � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � 	 
 � � � 	 
 � �  
• Rare and Exotic Seeds � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 
 �  
• Big Cat Sanctuary � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
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 � �  
• Miami Valley Water Garden Society Web Page � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �  
• Pond Pals Tour � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
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 � � � 
 � � � 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
• Water Gardening Magazine  � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 
 �  
• Master Garden Products http://www.mastergardenproducts.com/watergar.htm 
• http://www.ponddoc.com/ 
• www.gardenlink.com 
• St. Joseph Water Garden Society: www.sjwatergarden.com 

Go to the CAPWGS website for more favorites.  If you have a favorite that will benefit other society members, please let us 
know.  Thanks! 

To purchase a business card ad space, contact Bridget Hayes 225-275-4698 or lilypads@capwgs.org 

 

 

 

 

   �

 
Note from the Editor:  I look forward to serving as your Newsletter editor for this year.  Your ideas or any 
information you would like to add to the newsletter are always welcome. Please contact me at 225 755 2449 or 
email me at betty@lakeshoregroup.com. 
 


