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President: Gerald Bonds 
(225) 778-0142 (h) 
gbonds12@bellsouth.net 
 
 
Vice-President:  James Carter 
(225)664-3487 (h & w) 
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(225) 766-7372 (h) 
cgray@mmrgrp.com  
 
 
Treasurer : Kathleen Dietrich 
(225) 677-5032  
kathied@cox.net 

 
JUNE MEETING 

 
                                             

Come bring your appetite and join us at our Birthday meeting at the home of Jerald and Janis 
Bonds – Barbeque and fixins are the menu!  Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 19  to 
Betty Klenke 755-2449 or 939-4129 cell or betty@lakeshoregroup.com. 
 
Who:   Deep South Koi and Pond Society Members & Friends 
Date:   June 27 
Time:   4:00 PM Please note change from our regular meeting time 
Place:   Home of Janis & Gerald Bonds 
  7335 Ruston Dr.  
  Baker, LA 70714 
  778-0142 
 
 
Directions:  Take I-10 West to I-110 towards Airport. Take Airport exit and turn right on Harding 
  Blvd.  Go to Plank Rd and turn left. Drive approximately 5 miles to Kent Dr and turn 
  right.  Turn left on service rd and right on Ruston Dr.  

Deep South Koi and Pond Society, Founded June 1993 
Best website on the web… www.capwgs.org ... go there! 

 



 
 
 

 

Mark your calendar for these 2007 upcoming events! 

 
February 25  Harb’s Oasis – emphasis on plants, both year round and LA native 
 
March 25  LSU Garden Show    
 
April 22 Earth Day – Downtown Baton Rouge 12:00 to 6:00 PM 
 
May 27 Meeting at James & Linda McAdams’ home  
 speaker - Ken Rust with Absolute Aquatics, LLC 
 
June 2 & 3 Pond Tour for the Cure 
   
June 24 Meeting at Gerald & Janis Bonds’ home – Barbecue Birthday  Party 
 
July 22 Meeting at Anne & Thomas Daigle’s home   
 Project – Change U/V Light 
 
August 26 Meeting at Sandra Auck’s home – How to install lights. 
 
September 16 Meeting at Renee & CJ Richard’s camp on Lake Verrette  
 You don’t want to miss this. Beautiful getaway from the city 
 
October 28 Meeting at Alice & Buzz Werline’s home -   Speaker to be  
 announced 
 
November:  no meeting 
 
December: Christmas Party  -  Need location 
 
 
 

 

* ***********************************************************************************  

REMINDER -   Dues of $25.00 per family for 2007 are now due.  Please make checks payable 
to Deep South Koi & Pond Society and mail to P O Box 82484, Baton Rouge, LA 70884. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Deep South Koi and Pond Society 
 

Minutes for May, 2007 
 
 
 
The May Meeting of the Deep South Koi & Pond Society met on Sunday, May 27, at the home of James 
and Linda McAdams. 
 
After a brief business meeting Gerald introduced our speaker, Ken Rust of Absolute Aquatics, LLC. Ken 
has been in the business of building ponds since 1997. He presented a slide presentation on many of the 
projects he has worked on in the past from small fountains to large commercial projects. Also he showed 
how he incorporated rocks and plants in small to very large ponds. Ken showed pictures of Sabatia, 
sometimes called Swamp Pink.  Ken has used this beautiful native plant extensively.  
 
Our second guest speaker, Donna LaFleur, of the Audubon Society, spoke to us about a project in 
Cameron, Louisiana. Donna told us about the damage to their property that serves as a Flyaway for 
perching songbirds. They have just recently reconstructed their signage and fence. Now they need to 
renovate an area to provide food, shelter and water for songbirds.  This area is the first land the birds 
come to on their migratory flight. Donna approached us for ideas on installing a shallow pond.  We 
discussed several alternatives and suggested the best thing to do would be to install a liner covered with 
rocks to protect the liner from falling branches from the overhead hackberry trees. We suggested she 
contact David with CCR Ponds. 
 
Gerald showed us a refillable tube he invented for fertilizer tablets to install in pots in the pond. This 
will make fertilizeing water plants a snap. 
 
Kathie Dietrich gave the treasurer’s report. Our bank balance is $3,672.89 
 
Nellie Carter won the door prize. 
 
The meeting was adjourned and we all enjoyed refreshments and looking at the McAdams’  beautiful 
pond and yard. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Betty Klenke 
for Charlotte Gray 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 



 
 
 
 

Making A Good Choice For  Your Koi Selection  
by Gratn Fujita,  
reprinted from "KOI"  

In the United States, people tend to use "Koi" as a general term. There is a difference between "Koi" and 
"Nishikigoi." "Koi" (common carp) are found in rivers and lakes. These carp are used as food. 
"Nishikigoi" are a spedal breed of carp, which is adrrired solely for their beauty. Nishikigoi, known as 
"living jewelry," originated in Niigata. It is this breed of fish that will be discussed although, to conform 
to general understanding the term "Koi" also will be used in this text to describe "Nishikigoi."  

Throughout the years, the breed has been improved and is broken into several categories such as 
"Kohaku," "Taishio Sanshoku", "Showa-Sanshoku" and many others.  

There is no set price for the Nishikigoi. The seller and the buyer decide a price depending upon the 
knowledge of both. The price also varies according to their size, quality, and condition.  

Many times, an expensive Koi will change in the course of its growth and become a worthless one. 
Likewise an inexpensive Nishikigoi, sometimes, could change into a champion. The knowledge of 
dealers and Koi keepers determine the future of the fish. Pond environment can change the condition of 
the Nishikigoi. An expensive and beautiful fish can lose its color in six months because of a poorly 
conditioned pond. In a pond with a good system, the color will deepen and become beautiful.  

QUALITY LEVELS FOR KOI 
Pond Quality 
Pond quality Koican be purchased at local pet shops and breeders. Mostly this type of Koi is bred locally 
with a mixed blood line and no previous record. Often it is not known who did the breeding and most 
are not suitable for competition. However, they are very inexpensive to buy and enjoyable in the pond.  

Ornamental Quality 
Ornamental Koi are not bad quality. They may have been bred from good quality parents, have good 
blood lines, good conformation, and beautiful color. The only difference between ornamental and show 
quality Koi is the pattern. In most show quality Koi, the very important in addition to the body 
conformation, Jihada (skin), Kiwa (edge of pattern) and evenness of color. Most ornamental types have 
an unbalanced pattern with many faults, however, they are very beautiful and can be bought 
inexpensively. Some may even be used as breeding parents.  

Show Quality 
There are many requirements to be considered when selecting show quality Koi. They should have:  

·  Good body conformation.  
·  Good shiny skin Uffiada).  
·  Sharp pattern edge (Kiwa).  
·  Evenness of color in the pattern.  
·  Overall wefl balanced patterns. 

The experts consider bloodline to be an extremely important element and are sure that most show quality 
Koi are bred from parents with a good blood line.  



The breeding season in Japan runs from April until the early part of June. In the early spring the female 
can lay 200,000 to 400,000 eggs. The small fry begin to display colors as early as 3 weeks. There is a 
continual sorting and culling operation during the summertime, in which the Koi that show most 
promise are separated from the culls. Culls usually are destroyed. Some breeders cook the culls and feed 
them to the young fish for high protein.  

Many very young fry are discarded because their genes have been strongly influenced by their original 
hereditary color. For example, the Kohaku originated from both white and red colored carp. Many 
Kohaku fry display single white, red and even dark gray colors.  

Selected young Koi are released in a mud pond which is very rich in natural food. Of course they are 
provided additional food too. They grow rapidly under these conditions until October when they are 
caught. The first year Koi or "Tosai" are 5 to 6 inches long. They are only 6 months old when they have 
a chance to see the world, that is, the first time they are netted by the breeder from the mud ponds. 
"Tategoi" or potential Koi are kept in mud ponds for further growth although some are bought by large 
wholesale dealers for future investment. The best Tategoi, roughly 500 to 1,000 or more, will stay in the 
ponds until the following October. Then the best Koi, those that are in excellent condition with good 
patterns and color for competition, will be sold to the Koi dealer or the individual Koi keeper at an 
unbelievably high price.  

The following year, again in October, the breeders and wholesale dealers drain the mud pond where the 
"Tosai-Tategoi" have been kept. Those "Tategoi" that are ready with good pattern and color will be sold. 
The young potential fish that are not ready but have a good pattern will be returned to the mud ponds for 
another year. The rest of the Koi that are not considered in the Tategoi category anymore because of 
undesirable pattern or color, willbe sold at auction.  

Many Koi keepers think that "Tategoi" means only small Koi,but for the dealer "Tategoi" means Koi of 
any size, from three inches to more than thirty inches, that have potential to become beautiful in the 
future. Each Koi has a different quality, personality, and character and each will grow to a different size. 
One could become beautiful, another worthless and others could attain top condition when they are only 
six inches in size. Alternatively, others only achieve top condition when they grow to about thirty 
inches. Although a dealer may have many years of experience and the best knowledge, when he picks 
more than a thousand "Tosai-Tategoi," he realizes only a few percent will reach his expectations.  

Many Koi keepers ask the question "Why is Nishikigoi so expensive?" Being fully aware of the many 
problems that face the breeders, wholesalers and dealers, the dedicated hard work spread out over 
several years plus the costs involved it is understandable why Show quality Koi are expensive.  

Each Koi has different possibilities, size, and quality. A Koi which achieves its best condition while still 
small will not, usually, maintain this quality as it grows. Some of you may have experienced owning a 
small Koi, a winner in competition, that later on has started to lose pattern and color. In past Koi 
competitions in Japan as well as in the United States, a small Koi (under 10 inches) that has won a high 
prize usually will not maintain the same condition and win another high prize when it becomes larger 
(more than 28 inches). On the other hand, if a large Koi (more than 26 inches) becomes beautiful and in 
top condition it will normally keep the same condition for a long time, unless placed in a bad 
environment. In the past, in Japan, some of the large Koi, (more than 30 inches), that took Grand 
Champion in the All Japan Koi Competition have come back the next year to win Grand Champion 
again. Maybe this next time they are entered in a larger size category or under a new owner©s name.  

As a Koi keeper, you need to decide what level of Koi quality you are looking for i.e.. pond quality, 
ornamental quality, or show quality. Show quality can be very expensive, however, if not interested in 
Koi competitions, you do not have to spend a lot of money to enjoy beautiful fish. Do not expect to get 
show quality pattern with pond type of fish. If you are thinking about competing in a Koi show, you 



must consider an entirely different selection process. All show quality Nishikigoi are not expensive, but 
most are.  

First determine the amount of money you would like to spend. Many Koi keepers do not want to spend 
much, but want the very best and this is almost impossible. However, if the Koi you select is not 
polished or in the best color condition, it will not be as expensive as one that is polished. With a well 
maintained pond and a good filter system, it is possible you could improve and polish a good quality 
Koi. Normally, small Koi are less expensive than large ones but, sometimes, polished small Koi are 
more expensive than unpolished large. Some knowledge regarding potential is required when buying 
small Koi because they will change drastically during a six month period. If you can predict the changes 
in a small Koi within 6 months to a year, then you must be very good at selection.  

Very often good quality, medium to large Koi that have not been polished, or have been damaged by 
either bad water conditions or excessive transportation will be sold for a reduced price. By putting them 
into a good pond environment with a good filter system this type of Koi could be improved.  

Unless the intention is to enter the fish in a competition immediately it is not wise to purchase a polished 
small Koi at a high price. The Koi keepers in Japan say, "The person who buys expensive "Tosai" is a 
fool and the dealer who sells expensive "Tosai" is also a fool." The only way to acquire the skills to pick 
small Koi for the future is to buy many small ones and watch how they change. Observe how pattern and 
colors change with body growth. For example: if the size of the red pattern does not keep up with the 
growth of the body then, later; the red pattern will be diminished by the body. On the other hand, be 
aware of the size of the black pattern, most of the time, will increase when the Koi gets bigger.  

In conclusion, if you are looking for inexpensive show quality Nishikigoi, learn as much as you can by 
getting active in organizations such as Koi dubs. In addition, attend as many Koi shows as possible, 
learn how and why the judges make their decisions, most judges do not mind if you ask questions. Some 
Koi keepers will tell you that the only way to learn is to make mistakes first. This maybe true but don©t 
make too many costly mistakes. One of the best ways to learn about Nishikigoi is to visit and talk to 
people who are knowledgeable. Another is to take pictures when you purchase your Koi then, if it is 
small, take pictures every month until it reaches top condition and you will see the changes. Medium 
and large Koi don©t usually change as much as small ones, so take the pictures every three to six months. 
Of course, each Koi will grow differently, but certain categories such as Kohaku, Taisho-Sanshoku, 
Showa-Sanshoku change in a similar way.  

Be sure to put the date and your comments on the pictures each time you take them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Internet Interests… 

Best  Websi t e on  t he web.    GO THERE! 
Capital Area Pond & Water Gardening Society�

� � � � � � � � � � �	 
 � � � � �
 � � �  
 

� � � � �
 � � �
 �� � � �
 � �
 � � �� � � � � � � �� 
 � 
 � �� � � � �

·  Pond keeper Magazine � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � � � � � �	 
 �  
·  Water Gardening Magazine Info on disease topics for aquatic animals � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 �� � � �	 
 �  
·  National Pond Society � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � �  
·  Austin Pond Society � � � � � � � � � � �
 � � � �� � 
 � � � 
 	 �� � � �
 � � �  
·  Stokes Tropicals in New Iberia � � � � � � � � � � �� � 
 � � � � � 
 � �	 
 �� �	 
 � �  
·  Rare and Exotic Seeds � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � 
 � �	 
 �  
·  Big Cat Sanctuary � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � �� 
 � � � � �� � � � �
 � �  
·  Miami Valley Water Garden Society Web Page � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �
 � �  
·  Pond Pals Tour � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 
 ��	 
 � � � 
 � � �
 � � � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � �� � � � �� � �  
·  Water Gardening Magazine  � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � 
 � � � � �� � �	 
 �  
·  Master Garden Products http://www.mastergardenproducts.com/watergar .htm 
·  http://www.ponddoc.com/ 
·  www.gardenlink.com 
·  St. Joseph Water Garden Society: www.sjwatergarden.com 

Go to the CAPWGS website for more favorites.  If you have a favorite that will benefit other society members, please let us 
know.  Thanks! 

To purchase a business card ad space, contact Bridget Hayes 225-275-4698 or lilypads@capwgs.org 
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Note from the Editor:  I look forward to serving as your Newsletter editor for this year.  Your ideas or any 
information you would like to add to the newsletter are always welcome. Please contact me at 225 755 2449 or 
email me at betty@lakeshoregroup.com. 
 


